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incumbent on every pilgrim wearing that winding-sheet
of humility.

The streets were crowded with tents, camels, mules,
asses, horses, pariah dogs, and a motley crowd of pilgrims.
The din the dogs made in the small hours of the day was
indescribable. A pack of jackals would be quiet in com-
parison. Through even the narrowest lanes must pass the
lordly Sherff and his suite, the sun-baked Sheykhs on horse-
back, the ladies of the harem sitting astride of mules led
by their servants, the peasant pilgrims on foot, and every
kind of beast of burden heavily laden with water-skins and
provisions. Accidents were consequently of hourly occur-
rence in the press of the throng. On reaching the holy
precincts, my guide turned to me and said, in a cautious
undertone, pointing to the Ka'bah in the middle of the
Harem: "What need have I of the Ka'bah? it is only
four walls; the Ka'bah round which I hop is the face of
my Beloved."

Now, the word Harem which is used to designate the
courtyard of every Muhammadan mosque, means aholy
place;" and thus the famous mosque of Mecca or, more
correctly, the open court in the middle of which the House
of God is situated bears the name of Harem. The same
expression is used by the Turks to denote the inner apart-
ments of their houses, since the women who dwell there
are held sacred to the family. The Harem of the Holy
City is an imperfect rhomboid in shape, its opposite sides
being not quite equal. The length extends from east to
west and the breadth from north to south. The northern
side is one hundred and seventy-eight yards long, and the
southern one hundred and eighty, while the western side
is one hundred and eighteen yards broad, and the eastern
one hundred and seventeen. Of the twenty-two gates
that give admittance to its precincts, eight are on the